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Synthetic Turf and Staph Infections 
- Cause for Concern?
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Synthetic Turf Role in Staph Infections
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Survey of Fields

Å20 fields (summer)

ÅIndoor and outdoor

ÅHigh and low use 
areas

ÅAll bacteria and staph 
bacteria
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Penn State Survey

Å20 fields (summer)

ÅIndoor and outdoor

ÅHigh and low use 
areas

ÅAll bacteria and staph 
bacteria
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* = Indoor Field

Colony forming units (CFU) detected on R2A 
media per gram of crumb rubber infill or rootzone

Natural Grass

No S. aureus found at any test location
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Surfaces that test positive (+) or negative 
(-) for the presence of S. aureus  colonies

Source Result

Public areas

Human hands +

Human faces +

Computer mouse -

Elevator button -

Outside door handle -

Computer keyboard -

Source Result

Athletic training facility

Natural turfgrass playing field -

Synthetic turf playing field -

Cold pool -

Blocking pads* +

Sauna -

Football* -

Weight equipment* +

Towel hamper -

Stretching table +

Used towels* +

Trash can for drink cups -

*Sampled immediately after use
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How Long Can Staph Bacteria Survive 
on Synthetic Turf ?


