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Message from the Head

| haveenjoyed my first year
on thejob with its attendant
reintroduction to the
seasons and traditions of the
northeast. The switchfrom
research/teaching
responsibilitiesto
administration hasbeen a
growingexperience, and|
wishto expressthankstoall

those who have helped ease

the transition.

Wearefacing challenging timesbrought on
by current budget constraints and
pressures on production agriculture;
nevertheless, | am optimistic about our
future because we are addressing important
issues regarding sustainability,
environmental quality, andrural/urban
concerns. The Department’ steaching,
research, and outreach programsare now
focused around six thrust areasthat have
vital importanceto Pennsylvanians:
¢ CropEcologyand M anagement
programshavenationally recognized
appliedresearchand extensionimpact,
¢ Plant Breedingand M olecular
Biology faculty usenew toolstotrack the
structure and function of valuable genes,
¢ Turfgrass Science continuesits
strong industry collaboration and
support,
* Biogeochemical Processesprovide
linkageto national research programsin
CIN/Pcycling,
¢ Land Usefaculty haveinternationally
recognized programsinremotesensing
andappliedGI S, and
¢ Soiland Water Quality programsare
ontheforefront of nutrient management
issues.

| inviteyoutolearnmore
detailsabout specific
faculty programsinthese
areas by visiting uson the
web at http://
cropsoil.psu.edu/
deptfoci.htm.

Ontheacademicside, our
departmentisnow amajor
player intheuniversity-
widelntercollege Graduate
DegreeProgramsin
Ecology, Environmental Pollution Control,
Genetics, Materials, and Plant Physiology.
Thisisapositivetrend becauseit provides
usincreasedvisibility and credibility
across campus; however, we need to also
ensurethe strength of our traditional
programsin Agronomy and Soil Science.

Our two- and four-year resident turfgrass
programs remain strong. Furthermore,
the certificate program offered through
the World Campusis highly successful,
andanew onlineMAg programisbeing
proposed. Our Environmental Soil Science
and Agroecology (the Interdepartmental
Programfor studentswithinterestin
agronomy) undergraduate programsare
facingenrollment challenges. Weare
working hardtoincreasethevisibility of
these programsand | wouldliketo solicit
your helpin getting theword out — please
seetheRecr uitment Cor ner tolearnhow
to getinvolved.

The Department of Cropand Soil Sciences
ispoised to makeimportant contributions
toahighquality of lifein Pennsylvaniaand
beyond. | look forwardtoworking closely
withfriendsand alumni of the Department

tofurther thisgoal. To enhancethe
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visibility of our alumni programswehave
initiated an al umni-sponsored symposium.
Our first symposiumwashel d September
12,2003, whenwedebated the Futureof
Agronomic Scienceand Practice. | hopeto
meet many of you at next fall’ sevent - stay
tuned for details.

Visit us at our new web address:
http://cropsoil.psu.edu/

An electronicversion of thispublicationis
available at

http://cropsoil .psu.edu/ .

Inan effort toreducecosts, if youwish to
view future publications electronically
please send an email to Kathy Barr
(ksbl@psu.edu). Wewill remove your
addressfromour USPSmailing list and
email you when we post the current issueto

the website.
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Research Highlights

Pesticides are employed to protect acrop
from pestsand diseasesto obtain full yield
potential of acropvariety. Thechallenge
that liesahead isto genetically improve
innate diseaseresistancein plants. Crop
plants that can withstand disease pressure
with theleast usage of fungicidesand
insecticideswill be needed to reducethe
non-targeted affects of pesticides. The
focusof themaizemol ecul ar genetics
researchprogramledby Surinder Chopra
istoutilizenatural plant chemical sthat
impart plant diseaseresistance. Our
approach isto understand the genetic and
mol ecular mechanismsregulatingthe
synthesis of these compounds when a
plant ischallenged by adverse
environmental conditions. Weemploy
sorghum (Sorghumbicolor) asamodel
system to study its response to
Colletotrichum graminicola (the
anthracnose fungus), a pathogen of
sorghumand maize(corn). Usingwhole
plant, single cell and field based genetic
screening approaches we are establishing
the basisfor
the expression
of the
biochemical
pathway which
isresponsible
for synthesis
of induced
plant
flavonoids. A
specific class
of flavonoid
compounds
that act as
toxins
(phytoalexins)
tothe
anthracnose
fungusin
sorghum has
been thefocusof our research. Since
sorghumand maizeareclosely related
cereal species, research findingslearned
fromsorghumwill beappliedtotheon-
going maizeimprovement projects. Our
long-term goal isto engineer theflavonoid
and phytoal exin pathway in diverse plant
species. Toachieveour goals, theresearch

isdonein collaborationwith on- and off-
campusresearch groups. Graduate
studentsfromthe Department of Crop &
Soil Sciencesand I nter-collegeprograms
aswell asinternsinsummer programs
participate in thesis and independent
research projects. Sources of research
fundingincludeCollegeof Agricultural
Sciences, Department of Crop & Soil
Sciences, TheHuck Instituteof Life
Sciences, and USDA-NRI. For additional
information, pleasecontact Dr. Surinder
Chopraat (814) 865-11590r email

sic3@psu.edu.

Teaching Highlights

Dan Frittonisinfusing” Emotional
Intelligence” into Soils101, including
cross-cultural sensitivity and expertisein
buildingandleadingteams. Duringa
year-longinitiative, agroup of volunteer
faculty werechallengedtoinfuse
multiculturalismintotheir courses. At
first, Danfoundit difficult toeven
recognizeacultural componentinthe
introductory soils course; however, a
student commented that you could
awaystell the* aggies’ fromthe
“townies’ inan Agclassroom. Dan
immediately recognizedthetruth of that
statement for Soils101 andalso
recognized that other cliquesexistedin
theclassroom. Duringthesummer of
2002, Soils101wasreorganizedtotake
advantage of thediverse, multicultural
nature of the students by assigning them
to groups based on geography. Students
wereselected withasmany different
majors as possible as a second

criterion. Thesegroupsworked together
for theentire course and during many
classperiods, groupswererequired to
produce areport or solveaproblem using
soilsinformation. Through this process,
studentsimproved their expertisein
building andleadingteams. Inaddition,
students were encouraged to develop a
professional relationshipwithindividuals
whowereculturally differentfrom
themselves— “aggies’ got to know
“townies,” “environmentalists’ got to
know “production types,” and
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“minorities’ gottoknow “ other minorities’
among themany diverseindividualsinthe
course. Andfinally, wethink the students
learned as much about soilsasthey did
under thetraditional lecture/lab approach.

Extension Highlights

Several of our extensionfaculty, Doug
Beegle, Bill Curran, Sjoerd Duiker,
MarvinHall, LesLanyonandGreg

Roth provideleadershipfora
multidisciplinary Crop Management
Extension Groupthat workswithextension
agents, agribusiness professionals, and
commodity groups on many of thecurrent
issuesfacingour clientele. Weare
currently addressing issues on arange of
topicsincluding themanagement of new
transgenic crops, innovative grass
evaluationtrialsfor grazing, the
phosphorousindex for nutrient
management and understanding the new
organic crop production standards. We've
recently expanded our on-farmresearch
trial programsby hiringRon Hoover and
now have research effortswith over 50
producers across the state. Our extension
effortismorethanjust traditional cropsand
soils, though. We've got agreat turf
extension programmanaged by Pete

L andschoot thatisareal teameffort
including all of theother turf faculty and
the Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council
working together to devel op some top-
notch conferences and fact sheets. Our
environmental soilsextensionprogramis
managed by Rick Stehouwer and deals
with anumber of currentissues. Wealso
haveavery strong Geographic Information
Systemsextension programthatis
managed by Rick Day. Rick andhisgroup
have anumber of training and database
devel opment projectsunderway, including
Ag Map, asystem that hel ps consumers,
farmers, and businessesfind local
producers and sellers of various
agricultural products. Y oucanget more
detailsby visiting http://cropsoil.psu.edu/
Extens on/Extenson.html.
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Farm Activities

Many research activitiesaretaking place at
the Agronomy Research Farmfor 2003.
Much of thefield researchisfocused on the
major cropsgrownin Pennsylvania,
including corn, soybeans, alfalfa, wheat,
and forage grasses. For each of these
crops, research is being conducted to
evaluatetheimpact of variouscultural
practices, nutrient management issues, | PM
strategies, and varietal performance. A new
research effort begun last fall focuseson
thepotential for hard red winter wheat
production in Pennsylvania.

In addition, weed scientists are studying
weed popul ation dynamics based on
landscape and cropping systemsaswell as
studying weed biology, ecology, and
control invariouscrops. Several longterm
experimentsarecontinuing at thefarm. One
of these, atillageexperiment, isexamining
thelong-term effectsof several different
typesof tillageon cropyield and soil
quality. Another, along-term crop rotation
experiment, isdesignedto measure
differencesincropyield and soil quality
due to various crop rotations and various
fertilizer and manureinputs.

Club Activities

The Agronomy Club isthe student
activitiesorganization of theAmerican
Society of Agronomy. Oneof theongoing
and popular club activitiesisthe
production and sale of blueand white corn.
Club membersplant and harvest thecorn at
Penn State’ sAgronomy Farmat Rock
Springs, theninthefall they bundlethe
corn and sell to Penn State fanson home
footbal | weekends. Fiveclubmembers
traveled to the ASA national meetingsin
Indianapolislast year wherethey presented
aposter on the blue and white corn project.
At those meetingsone club member,
Gwendolyn Crews, prepared apresentation
for the meetings on her research project
withgrazing chickens. Gwendolynwon
third placefor her work.

TheTurfgrass Club continuesto bevery
activewithinthe Crop and Soil Sciences
Department. Thispast year therewereover
75activemembersfromthe2-and 4-yr
turfgrass science programs. Fourteen

meetingswereheld during theacademic
year that included guest speakers and
social activities. TheCutter Cupwas
defended and retained again by Penn State
inour annual golf match against Michigan
State. Michigan State hosted the event at
InvernessClubinInverness, Ohio. Theb-
team match play event wasclosely
contested and ended in atie. Penn State
retained the cup having been the
possessor of the cup prior to the match.
Theclubwaswell represented at the Gol f
Course Superintendent’ s Association of
Americaconferenceheldin Atlantaduring
thesecondweek of February. Over 20
students made the trek to Atlantato attend
theinternational conferenceand trade
show. Threeteamscompetedinthe 7*"
Annual Turf Bowl, finishing 3, 8", and 13"
inthe competition of over 60teams. Many
students spent time viewing the newest
advancementsin turfgrass management on
the4+ acretradeshow floor.

ThePenn State Soil Judging Team placed
thirdintheNortheast Regional Collegiate
Soil Judging Contest. Thispast spring,
Penn Statejoined 21 other teamsat Texas
A&M University for the43* annual
contest. Although awards are used to
motivate students to work to the best of
their ability, thereal award of sucha
competitionisthe chancetointeract with
studentsand professorswith similar
interests, aswell asgaininvaluable
experience studying soil propertiesunique
tothecontest area. Additional
information can be obtained by visiting the
team’ swebpageat:

http://www.courses.psu.edu/soils/
s0i1s100_mpcl50/website/ private/
soiljudge.htm

ThePenn StateWeed Science Teamwill
begin soonto prepare for the upcoming
Northeastern Weed Science Society —
Collegiate Weed ScienceContest. This
year’ scontest will beheld July 29, at the
SyngentaCrop Protection Eastern Region
Technica CenterinHudson,NY . This
year’ steamincludes: Brian Dillehay, Joe
Dauer,Matt Booher,andM élanieL abaido.
Most of the students who have been
involvedinthe contest find it most
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challenging, humbling, rewardingand
enjoyable. It providesalot of helpful
experiencesfor futureuse. Asinthepast,
Dwight Lingenfelter and Dr. Bill Curran
will coachtheteam and getitsmembers
ready for theexciting event. For more
information and photos of some past
contests, please visit our websites at
www.cas.psu.edu/docs/casdept/
agronomy/weedteam/weedteam.html.

Symposium Notes:

Thefirst Alumni-Sponsored Symposium
washeld Sept. 12,2003 at University Park
onthetopic of the Future of Agronomic
Science& Practice. Al Bilzi moderatedthe
sessionwhereRay Bryant (USDA Pasture
and Watershed Research Lab), Chuck
Krueger (Professor of Agronomy), Bill
Palkovics (DelVal Soil & Environmental
Consultants), Walt Peechatka (PennAg
IndustriesAssociation), and Gary

Peter sen (Professor of Soil Science),
provided perspectivesfrom the academy,
government, and industry. We concluded
the afternoon with apanel discussion,
Outstanding Alumni Award, and reception.

OutstandingAlumni Awar d:

GeorgeMay (BS,1971; MS,1973; PhD,
1976) receivedthishonor inrecognition of
hisnational reputation for applying
agricultural remotesensing at thefarm
level. Heaccomplishedthisby creating
commercial spin-off companiesfromhis
appliedresearch programsthat are
currently servicing corn, wheat, soybean,
and cottonfarmersacrossthe U.S. Dr. May
hasbeen anational leader in providing
Congress, NASA, USDA, and

commodity associationswiththe
necessary informationtoidentify
problems, to recommend sol utionsthrough
remote sensing technologies, and to
implement programs that support the needs
of farmersand agribusiness. Inrecent years
George has used hisexpertisein sensing
technology to assess stress and disease in
humans.

Nominations for our 2004 Outstanding
Alumni Award are due Jan. 5, 2004.
Nomination forms are available at
http: //cropsoil.psu.edu/
OutstandingAlumni For m.pdf.
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New Faculty

DavidH. Johnsonisthenew Plant
Scientist/Scientist-in-Chargeat the
Southeast Agricultural Research and
Extension CenterinLandisville. Davehas
experienceinlaboratory andfieldresearch
and product development in the
agricultural productsindustry. Before
comingtoLandisville hewasaresearch
chemist and soil scientist at Princeton and
asenior field biologistin product
developmentwithBASF Corporation. He
earneda B.S. degreeinagronomy from
Penn StateandanM.Sand PhD.in
agronomy/weed sciencefromthe
University of Arkansas.

Carmen Enid Martinezjoinedthe
department in July, 2002, asan assi stant
professor of environmental soil chemistry.
BeforejoiningtheUniversity, shewasa
research associatein environmental
biogeochemistry at Cornell University. Her
research interestsinclude the occurrence,
distribution, and transformations of trace
elementsintheenvironment andtheir
interactionswith soil surfaces. Shewill be
involved inteaching coursesin
environmental aspects of the chemistry of
soils. SheearnedaB.S.inChemistry from
theUniversity of PuertoRicoandanM.S.in
Environmental Chemistry andPh.D.in
Environmental and Soil Chemistry from
RutgersUniversity. Martinezcanbe
reached at (814) 863-5394 or by e-mail at

ceml17@psu.edu.

Maxim Schlossber g joined the department
in August, 2002, as an assistant professor
of turfgrass/soil science. Hisareaof study
centers on appraising current soil testing
protocol, interpretation, andfertilizer/lime
recommendation practicesfor turfgrass
systems throughout Pennsylvania. His
research objectivesinclude eval uation of
soil amendmentsfor improved nutrient use
efficiency, and nutrient-temperature-root
physiological interactionsinintensively
managed sand root zones. Schlossberg will
beinvolvedinteachinginthe Golf Course
Management Program. HeearnedaB.S.in
Agronomy fromTexasA&M University
andanM.S.and Ph.D.inAgronomy from

the University of Georgia. Schlossbergcan
bereached at (814) 863-1015or by e-mail at

mjs38@psu.edu.

David M. Sylviajoined thedepartmentin
June, 2002, asdepartment head. His
research hasexaminedthemicrobial

ecol ogy of therhizosphere—particularly
mycorrhizal fungi—withthegoal of
incorporating mycorrhizal technology into
sustainableagricultural practice. Heisan
award-winning educator who has
contributed to the devel opment of Web-
based distance education. Heearned aB.S.
inforestry and an M.S. in plant pathology
from the University of Massachusetts, and
aPh.D.inplant pathology from Cornell .
Sylviacanbereachedat (814) 865-2025 or
by e-mail dmsylvia@psu.edu.

Honor s/Awards

Faculty
Mary Ann Bruns, assistant professor of

soil science/microbial ecology, served as
President of the Allegheny Branch of the
American Society for Microbiology.
KateButler, seniorlecturer, receivedthe
Outstanding Y oung Alumni Awardfrom
Penn State, DuBois.MarvinH. Hall,
professor of agronomy, wasnamed a
Fellow of the American Soci ety of
Agronomy. Sridhar K omar neni, professor
of clay mineralogy, wasnamed aFell ow of
TheRoyal Society of Chemistry. Received
theMarionL. and ChrystieM. Jackson
Mid-Career Clay Scientist Award andwas
named asan Elected Member of the
European Academy of Sciences.
Komarneni wasrecognized asaHighly
Cited Researcher by theInstitutefor
ScientificInformation (1S1). CharlesR.
Krueger, professor of agronomy, was
recognized for hiscontributionsby the
ExecutiveCommitteeof theNE Pasture
Consortium. Peter L andschoot, associate
professor of turfgrass science, was
promotedto professor. David A.

M ortensen, associate professor of weed
ecology/biology, received the
Outstanding Teacher Award fromthe
Weed Science Society of America. Gary W.
Peter sen, distinguished professor of soil
and land resources and co-director of

-4-

ORSER, washamed Vice-President of
International Unionof Soil Sciences. Greg
Roth, associate professor of agronomy,
was promoted to professor.

Andrew Shar pley, adjunct professor of
agronomy, DouglasBeegle, professor of
agronomy, Bill Gbur ek, hydrologist,
Peter Kleinman, adjunct assistant
professor of soil science, and Jennifer
Weld, adjunct instructor of agronomy,
received theHonor Award fromthe
Secretary of Agriculture. Richard C.
Stehouwer , assistant professor of
environmental soil science, receivedtenure
at Penn State and was promoted to
associate professor. Rick headed Penn
State’ sCooperative Extension’ sBackyard
Composting Programwhichreceivedthe
2002 Governor’ sAwardfor Environmental
Excellence. Theprogramisacooperative
effort between Penn State and the
PennsylvaniaDepartment of
Environmental Protection. A.J. Turgeon,
professor of turfgrass management,
receivedtheFredV. GrauTurfgrass
ScienceAwardfromtheCrop Science
Society of Americaand the Outstanding
Teaching Award from Penn StateWorld
Campus. ThomasWatschke, professor of
turfgrass science, received the
Distinguished Member Awardfromthe
Northeastern Weed Science Society.

EmeritusFaculty

Nathan L. Hartwig, professor emeritusof
weed science, received the Distinguished
Member AwardfromtheNortheastern
Weed ScienceSociety. Donald V.

W addington, professor emeritusof soil
science, receivedthe ASTM International
2003 Awardof Meritandthe
accompanyingtitleof Fellow.

Students

Art Gover,M.S. candidateinagronomy,
received the Outstanding Researcher
Award from the Northeastern Weed
ScienceSociety. K eith Goyne, Ph.D.
candidatein soil sciences, won the Student
Paper Competitionfor the Third Annual
International Conferenceon Remediation
of Chlorinated and Recal citrant
Compounds, sponsored by Battelle.
JeremyMennaandM atthew Slingerland,
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turfgrass undergraduate students, were
presented scholarship awards at the Sports
Turf Managers Association’ s 14th Annual
Conferenceand Exhibition Awards
Banquet in San Antonio.

Retirements:

Jean-MarcBollag, Professor of Soil
Biochemistry—March 31, 2002

O. Elwood Hatley, Professor of Agronomy
—August 1,2002

John O. Yocum, Sr. Research Associate—
October 1,2002

Deaths

ClarenceS.“Rusty” Bryner, professor of
animal scienceextensionfrom 1956 until
retiringin1978, died April 18atage91.
William L. Stout, agronomy research
assistantfrom1972to1976 and againas
USDA research soil scientist, adjunct
assistant professor of soil sciencein crop
and soil sciencesfrom 1981, diedMarch 1 at
age56.

This publication is available in aternative media
on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the
policy that al persons shall have equal access to programs,
facilities, admission, and employment without regard to
personal characteristics not related to ability, performance,
or qualifications as determined by University policy or by
state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University
to maintain an academic and work environment free of
discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania
State University prohibits discrimination and harassment
against any person because of age, ancestry, color,
disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious
creed, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status.
Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or
students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State
University. Direct al inquiries regarding the
nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action
Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke
Bldg, University Park, PA 16802-2801, Tel 814-865-
4700/V, 814-863-1550/TTY.
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Comments...
Crop & Soil Update is published by the Department of
Crop & Soil Sciences, The Pennsylvania State
University, University Park, PA 16802, (814 865-
6541)
Editorial comments and opinions expressed in Crop &
Soil Update do not necessarily reflect the views of
The Pennsylvania State University or the Department
of Crop & Soil Sciences. Use of trade names implies
no endorsement by Penn State.

DEPARTMENT HEAD: David Sylvia

EDITORS: Kathy Barr and Gretchen Rebarchak

Staff Updates

Newfaces. A number of new staff have
joined the Department inthe past few
months. Eileen Thomas, bookkeeper, has
joinedtheadministrativestaff workingwith
Mrs. Cheryl Keller. KristinaCowan, senior
researchtechnologist, workingwithDr.
CarmenMartinez. Brad Geor gic, senior
researchtechnologist, workingwithDr.
HenryLin. L eah Wasser, extension
assistant, workingwithDr. Rick Day .
Jennifer SporreM oeny, research
technologist, workingwith Dr. Sjoerd
Duiker. Kathleen Arrington, senior
researchtechnologist, workingwithDr. Les
Lanyon. Robert Raley, research
technologist, workingwith Dr. George
Hamilton. JoshuaCook, research
technologist, workingwith Dr. Peter
Landschoot.

Partings. Brad Park, research support
technicianworkingwith Dr. Peter
Landschoot, has accepted a position with
RutgersUniversity.

Promotions. Rab Stout wasrecently
promoted to research support assistant
workingwithDrs.MarvinHall and Heather
Karsten. DiannePetr unak waspromoted
to research support technician working
withDr. Andy McNitt.

Student Profiles

Matthew Myers began his Masters Degree
Programin Agronomy inJanuary 2001. The
Cropand Soil SciencesDepartment at Penn
State attracted him because of the strong
commitment of thefaculty and staff to
teaching, research, and outreach programs.
In the past couple of years, many positive
experienceshavehel ped himfurther his
education aswell asgrow professionally.
From networking opportunitiesat
international and regional conferencesto
competinginintercollegiateweed science
contests, Penn State has provided him with
the foundation needed to achieve future
goals.

As Matt finishes his graduate studies at
Penn State and beginsacareer with the
USDA-Agricultural Research Serviceon
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campus, he says he “feelsfortunate to have
received aquality education and made
friendshipsthat will last alifetime.”

Polly Leonhard was attracted to the
AGESSundergraduate programat Penn
State because shewas interested in
|earning about agronomicresearchin
Pennsylvania. Shehad aninterestin
cotton breeding genetics due to a science
fair project shehad completedinhigh
school. Polly wanted to gain some broad
agronomic knowledgebeforefocusing on
plant breeding.

Polly saysbeinginvolved inthe Agronomy
ClubandworkinginDr. Surinder Chopra' s
research lab weretwo good experiencesin
the Cropand Soil SciencesDepartment.
TheAgronomy Clubwasagreat way for
her to meet other studentswith similar
interests, to socialize, and share
experiences. Asan undergraduate
researcherinDr. Chopra’ slab, Polly was
involvedinaproject co-advised by Dr.
David Gustine. Thiswasavaluable
experiencefor Polly leadingto her pursuit
of amaster’ sdegree.

Polly arrivedin Texasand hasofficially
becomeaTexasA & M Aggie. Shesays
sheislooking forwardtoher work with Dr.
C. Wayne Smith, acotton breeder at TX
A& M, but will alwaysbeaNittany Lion.

Recruitment Corner

Inatimeof changing prioritiesand
proliferating majors, getting our message
out to prospective students is becoming
increasingly important. Wehave devel oped
new recruiting material sfor our
Environmental Soil Sciencemajor. Weinvite
you to go to http://esoils.psu.edu/
downloads.html whereyou can download a
PDFversionof our recruitmentflieranda
brief PowerPoint show that introducesthe
major. Pleaseusethesematerialsasyou
interact with various groupsthat should
know about thismajor. Similar recruitment
material sarebeing developedfor the
Agroecology major and our graduate
programs.




Alumni Update—By JackieStonfer,
President, Agronomy Program Group

ThePennsylvaniaFarm Show isagreat
placeto meet people. Thispast January |
metwithDr. David Sylviawhilehewas
attending hisfirst PA Farm Show. We
discussed waysin which the Crop and Soil
SciencesDepartment andthe Alumni
Program Group (APG) canwork together.
Several excitingitemswerediscussed,
whichDr. Sylvialater discussed withthe
APG board membersat theMarch 28, 2003,
meeting.

Discussion at the March 28 meeting
includedthefollowing:

* Name Change- The question asto
whether the APG should changeitsname
from Agronomy to Cropsand Soils(likethe
Department) or another nameor acronym
wasdiscussed. No commentswere
received regarding the name changeasa
result of thelast newsletter. However,
Mary Smith advised that the graduating
students that she has talked to did not want

* Mentoring - Thefact that wewould
liketoget thementorsmoreinvolved with
the studentswas discussed. Jillian
Stevenson, Director of Alumni Relations
fortheCollege, advised that Ag Alumni
Society hasapilot mentoring program
where students are matched with mentors.
Thementorshelpwith resumesand
interviewing skills. Some students shadow
their mentorsonthejob. Thistakes

initi ative from the students and needs
Departmental support. Theresponsefrom
the students and the mentors has been
very positive.

*  Sudent Recruitment - Dr. Sylvia
advised that hewould liketo usethe
individualsonthementoringlisttoaidin
recruitment for the Department.

*  Membership Recruitment - The need
toinvolvemorepeopleinthe APG was
emphasized. It wasagreed uponthat we
need to meet with the undergrads prior to
graduation to get them involved.

*  Symposium- Dr. Sylviaadvised that
wecould arrangeto haveasymposiumin
placeof theDepartmental Seminar. Thisis

critical issuesfacing our profession and to
provide an opportunity for alumni to stay
connected to the department. To learn how
you can becomeinvolved send an email to
alumni cropsoil @cas.win.psu.edu

Agronomy APG mission Statement: The
agronomy APGisanaumni groupformed
specifically for thebenefit of thePenn

State’ sDepartment of Cropand Soil
Sciences, itsalumni, and students. TheAPG
will focusonitseffortsinthedevel opment
of asystemthat will facilitateinternships,
mentors, and career resourcesfor themutual
benefit of students, alumni, and interested
industries/businesses.

Our organizationwill establish channel sof
communication betweenfaculty, alumni, and
industry/businessfor the exchange of ideas
andtherapididentification of industrial and
academictrends.

thename of the APG to change. planned as an annual event to address
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